
Mormon Battalion Trail High Adventure Award 
Requirements worksheet 

 
 

1. History of the Mormon Battalion Trail 
a. Read a History of the Mormon Battalion in the Mexican War                                                     

list source_______________________ 
OR View the Mormon Battalion Historical film at the Mormon Battalion 
Visitors Center in Old Town San Diego. 
b. Discuss with your leader the history of the Mormon Battalion with 

emphasis on the following subjects: 
(1) What was the Mormon Battalion and what was its dual 

Mission?                                                            
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
____________________________________ 

(2) What was the approximate size of the Mormon Battalion at 
three points in its history: departure from Fort Leavenworth, 
departure from Sante Fe and arrival at San Diego; the cause for 
the difference in size at these three points? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

(3)  Recruitment of the Battalion; crossing the Pawnee Fork, the 
Arkansas and the Colorado; forced marches under Colonel 
Smith; the “Battle of the Bulls;” Tucson; Box Canyon; 
hardships crossing the Southwest Deserts. 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
(if more room needed, attach paper) 



(4) What distance did the Battalion cover; how long were they on 
march; what were some of the daily distances marched? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. Visits to Memorial and Museums 
a. Visit a Memorial dedicated to the Mormon Battalion 

location__________________   date______________ 
b. Visit a museum that displays artifacts of that era, particularly wagons,  

harnesses, saddles, clothing, and kitchen-ware. Visit two of the three in 
“Old Town” San Diego: the Mormon Battalion Memorial in Presidio Park, 
the Mormon Battalion Visitor’s Center (3510 Juan St.), and the Hazard 
Museum in the Seeley Stables. Have a docent or scout leader sign this 
worksheet. 
Location______________ date_________ signature _________________ 
Location______________ date_________ signature _________________ 
Location______________ date_________ signature _________________ 

 
3. Rations of the Mormon Battalion 

a. Describe the average daily rations of the Mormon Battalion on the Trail.  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________ 

b. Describe some of their water problems. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 

c. The Saturday lunch on the backpack shall be typical trail supper of the 
Battalion, both in type and in quantity of food. 
 

4. Hiking the Mormon Battalion Trail 
            Take an overnight backpack of at least 15 miles, or 7-1/2 hours of scheduled  
            hiking times, along the original Trail of the Mormon Battalion. All food,  
            water and equipment must be backpacked the entire distance; no food, water, 
            or equipment “drops” or deliveries are permitted.  This will be accomplished 

June 16 and 17, 2006. 
       

 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Scout leader verification: ____________________________________________________ 


